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towns. On the other hand the Germanic pagan tribes
beyond the Rhine, tried from time to time to cross the
river and threaten to destroy the kingdom of the
Franks. The Franks were occupied with driving back
these raids ; they crossed the Rhine from time to time
to repulse this danger and force the pagan tribes to
embrace Christianity. The religious question was also
a strong factor in this struggle between tribes united
by race and blood-relationship and the kingdom of the
Franks was saved from that danger only by dispute
and competition among the pagan tribes.11
Such were the conditions of the Prankish kingdom
and society in  the beginning of the eighth century,
that is to say, when the torrent of Muslim conquests
penetrated from Spain into the south of France. Only
a hundred years had passed from the death of the Pro-
phet to this decisive  encounter between Islam and
Christendom (732 A.D.).   But in the course of this
century the Arabs conquered all the nations situated
between the Sind to the East   and Atlantic to the
West.   They overwhelmed  the old world with   an
avalanche of brilliant victories and captured all the
southern provinces of the Roman Empire from Syria
to  the furthest ends of Mauritania and Spain, and
crossed the Pyrenees into the heart of France; while
the northern Germanic tribes took more than three
centuries to conquer the northern provinces of the
Empire and settle there.    While the Muslim Empire
rose unshaken and steadfast, and in all the provinces
of the Caliphate were founded strong local governments
and enlightened Muslim societies and organized con-
quering armies, most of the German tribes which had
conquered Rome from the north, with the exception
of the kingdom of the Franks, were still nomadic,
wandering and disunited.
The Franks were the leaders of the Germanic tribes
in this struggle which raged in the plains of France,
the decisive phase of which commenced with the cross-